BUSINESS FOR A BETTER CANADA

Comprehensive Exam Structure for Entrepreneurship, Health Systems & Strategy and Organization Doctoral Students

MGT9997 COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATION

The Comprehensive Examination is a two-part examination (written and oral) that is overseen by the
Comprehensive Examination Committee. Once the written exam has been passed, the student proceeds
to the oral. The comprehensive examination must be passed before the student can propose his or her
thesis.

Timeline

e Students prepare for the comprehensive exam in their second year, and the exam will take place in
their 5th semester. Specifically, the comprehensive exam will take place at the end of the Winter
semester of their second year.

Structure
e Given the nature of the Entrepreneurship and Health Systems fields, the content of the
comprehensive exams will be different for each student.

e At the end of the Fall semester of their second year, the students and his/her supervisor will agree
on three or four areas of study that the student will be tested on. The student will propose a list of
readings for his/her comprehensive exam. The members of the student's comprehensive advisory
committee (who can be the same as the thesis advisory committee, and which includes the student’s
supervisor) will review the list of readings, will make additions/suggestions, and will approve the list.

e During the Winter semester of the student’s second year, the thesis supervisor seeks a question (or
two) from each member of the comprehensive advisory committee to be included in the
comprehensive exam. The supervisor approves the questions or modifies them in consultation with
the other members of the committee. A list of 3-4 questions is provided to the student at the end of
the Winter semester in the second year.

e The student has 2 weeks to submit written answers to his committee. The student must answer all
the questions.

e Once the student submits his/her answers to the questions, the committee has one week to evaluate
them, and send written comments on the student's work to the thesis supervisor.

e The written component must be passed before the oral component is attempted.



e One week later (assuming student has passed the written component), the oral exam takes place,
during which all members of the committee must be present. The committee members deliberate
after the student's oral presentation and make a decision about the student's performance.

e A student who does not pass the written component will start the process again at the end of the
summer semester (6™ semester of the program).

e A student who does not pass the oral component may be required to either retake the oral defense
only, or both the written and oral components at the committee’s discretion.

After the Exam

Once the comprehensive exam has been successfully completed, it is the student’s responsibility to obtain
the necessary signatures and submit the Comprehensive Exam Report Form via Service Request (under the
service request type TAC report). Once approved by the Supervisor and the Program Director, the
Graduate Program Office will post your grade (S/NS).
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